
  

  

 

Hello, Mayflower Friends. 

 

I hope you’re all well and enjoying the early unfolding of spring!  We’re slow to the 

spring table here in north central Massachusetts, but I’m rewarded with forsythia, 

magnolia and colorful buds on trees within a short drive to the east.   

 

Last month’s program with Kris McDermet was incredible, wasn’t it?  It was such a treat 

to be in the midst of all of those uniquely beautiful creations.  Having just reviewed Ildi’s 

draft of the current newsletter containing photos of the last Show and Tell, I’m also 

struck by the incredible talent within our own chapter and am grateful that we have this 

forum to learn from and inspire each other.  

 

As a reminder, Mayflower dues for the 2024/2025 program year are due in May.  As 

mentioned at a meeting earlier this year, our room rental fee starting in September 2024 

will be $100/month higher than it was through the 2022/2023 program year.  As a result, 

dues will be increased to $30 (from $26) going forward.  Specifics regarding check and 

Paypal payment options will be provided in the May newsletter. 

 

I’m looking forward to Beverley Mulcahy’s program this Saturday.  Bev is the 

consummate finisher of all things and we’re sure to learn some great new techniques 

from her.   

 

 

Hoping to see you there! 

Donna Allen, Co-President 

 

 

  



Come Join us this Saturday,  
April 20 at 10:00 at  

St. Agnes Church, Reading  
 

 

Our Guest Speaker is Bev Mulcahey 
 

Bev is a McGown Certified teacher and co-

director of the Country Inn Rug School.  She 

has taught rug hooking at her home in 

Paxton, MA, for several years and has had a 

long, successful career as a professional 

seamstress.   

 

Bev will share her innovative techniques for 

finishing and displaying hooked pieces - from 

rugs, to pillows and more! 

 

Please come and join us for what promises to 

be an inspiring talk. 

 

 

April Hospitality 
We invite those whose last names begin with D-M to bring something to munch 

on in our meeting, either sweet or savory.  Thanks in advance. 
 

Show and Tell 
Please bring any new rugs you have to share, or any ones previously completed 

that have interesting or unusual borders for our special invitation show and 

tell.  Our final special invitation for this year will be Bright and Bold rugs!   

 

Suggestions for subjects for next year’s special invitation show and tell include:  

People/portraits, Birds, Landscapes, Fruit, Rugs using non traditional 

materials, Vehicles (cars, bikes, motorhomes, etc.), Trees, Landscapes, and 

Lighthouses.  If you have other ideas to contribute, please let Ildi know. 

 

New Members  
Please welcome two new members that joined our chapter last month: 

Lori Russo from Tyngsboro and 

Elaine Stefanik from Marlborough 

  



A message from Wanda Blanchard 
 

A friend of mine, Bethany Groff Dorau, has asked a favor of me. I feel this 

is more of a worthy cause, so let me explain.  

 

Bethany is the executive director of the Museum of Old Newbury (MOON), 

but before joining the museum she worked for years at Historic New 

England. She managed many properties including the Spencer–Peirce-

Little Farm in Newbury, which is an animal sanctuary farm. When 

Bethany joined the MOON she also took over her family’s farm and it is 

now the Poore Family Farm Sanctuary in West Newbury. Bethany spends 

two hours every morning with her volunteers in the fields caring for the 

animals before coming to the Moon.  

 

The farm adopted two Cotswold lambs last spring and they shorn them 

this last fall. The wool was sent to be cleaned and spun. The results 

returned was some roving and some fingering weight yarn.  Bethany is 

looking for some very kind people to knit (she does not know how) some 

hats, scarf or such to give her volunteers.  

 

I hope you can help 

her out, and if you 

can, please call her 

at 978-462-2681.   If 

you can help, let me 

know how we can get 

the wool to you and 

how much. The 

picture is of Castor 

and he is one of the 

lambs. 

 

THANKS for reading 

my request for help, 

Wanda Blanchard, 

978-462-9705. 

 

  



Challenge Mats for This Year 
All those that chose to participate in the challenge for this year brought 

their mats to our March meeting.  The challenge was to design a small 

mat using either the chicken or sea life templates that had been 

provided.  All the mats were delightful!   

 

 



 

 
Carol Feldhusen      Debbie Power 

 

 
 

 

Tina Carrick     Donna Allen 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Diane Hart       Audrey Hanna 

 

Jean Blanchard     Mary O’Mara  

 



Jane Sittnick     Alicia Mills 

 

Right:  Carol Stearns, who was unable 

to attend the meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Last Month’s Meeting 

We were all treated to a great presentation 

last month by Kris McDermet.  Kris and her 

husband Stuart (who ended up doing some 

improv while Kris was trying to work out 

some technical issues) presented a truly 

awesome show of her rugs, which combined 

hooking with braiding.  Here are just a few 

pictures of her inspiring presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Show and Tell – New Rugs and Projects 

This is a pillow made by 

Donna Allen.  She used a 

pattern by Michelle Palmer 

that was provided in the 

Punch Needle and Primitive 

Stitcher magazine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   
 

 

 

 

Another beautiful rug by 

Jeanne Crockett in 

bright and bold colors, 

with her trademark of 

animals peeking through 

here and there  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tina Carrick designed and hooked this rug with a variety of animals scattered 

about 

There were two mats made specifically for the bug challenge at the ATHA Hook-

in held in Bedford on April 6.  Donna Allen designed, dyed the wool, hooked and 

framed the plump little ladybug and Ildi Tary hooked the dragonfly.   

Not shown:  Tina Carrick hooked a tobacco cutworm (enemy of tomato plants) 

just in time for the show and shall bring it to one of our upcoming meetings. 

    

 

 

 

 

 



Show and Tell – Special Invitation Rugs – Flowers in 

Vases 

 

 

 
Cynthia Dabroski 

hooked this 

pattern by Tina 

Payton 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jean Blanchard 

created this rug from a 

Happy Difranza pattern 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Joanne Millen hooked these charming chicks surrounding the vase of flowers 

 

 
 

 

Ildi Tary hooked these flowers 

using a Deanne Fitzpatrick 

pattern 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Our Remaining Programs for 2023-2024 Year 
 

May 18: 

Hook-in  
  

June 15: 

Strawberry Festival at Ildi’s house in Topsfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events of Interest   
 

A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else 

coming up that should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for 

publication in our next newsletter:  

 

 

Cranberry Rug Hookers Annual Show, May 4 

 
     
Downeast Hook-in, Hermon (near Bangor), ME  Nov 3-4, 2024 
For more information and registration form, please refer to earlier newsletters 

from this year, or visit http://fluffpeachybeandesigns.com or 

https://www.facebook.com/FluffPeachyBeanDesign/ 

 

http://fluffpeachybeandesigns.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FluffPeachyBeanDesign/


Country Inn Rug School 
Registrations are now open at https://www.countryinnrugschool.com/ 

 

Session 1:  September 8-13, 2024 
Cherylyn Brubaker Sarah Guiliani 

Betty McClentic Diane Stoffel 

 

Session 2:  September 15-20, 2024 
Kathy Spellacy Ingrid Hieronimus 

Lisa Chaloner Diane Stoffel 
 

ATHA Region 1 Rug School North, Plymouth, NH, Nov 5-7, 2024 
Teachers:  Maureen Rugar, Lisanne Miller, Vivily Powers and Janet Conner.  

The registration form is contained in the ATHA email sent on February 12 from 

ATHA Region 1.  A copy of the information and registration form is in the 

following pages. 

https://www.countryinnrugschool.com/


 



 



 


