
  

Happy New Year friends! 
 
On a cold dreary day in early January, I’m grateful to have something warm and bright to look 
forward to!  Our next Mayflower meeting is this coming Saturday, January 17th, from 10-2 at 
St. Athanasius in Reading. This month there is no speaker, it’s just our friendly group and a 
relaxed hook-in.   
 
Don’t forget your show and tells! We want to see anything recently completed.  This month the 
special category theme is first rug/last rug, and I’m excited to see some of those too. I love 
show and tell! 
 
As Donna mentioned at our last meeting, we’re reinstating the “Junque Table “ this 
month.  January is a great time for a clear out!   Bring items you’d like to sell and set a 
price.  Ten percent of the proceeds will go to Mayflower and you’ll make room for more wool! We 
plan to do this mini-sale on an ongoing basis. 
 
If you have items you’re willing to donate, you can save them for the Mayflower Flea Market at 
our February meeting.  We’ve been collecting donations for the last year and I have a spare 
bedroom full of wool, yarn, frames, hoops, cutters and more. This is one of Mayflower’s main 
sources of funds to pay for speakers, activities, our meeting room and other expenses, so plan 
to come with donations and some cash or a check! It’s gonna be great! 
 
Finally I’d like to thank the members who pitched in during the past year to help keep 
Mayflower a vibrant concern. Elaine Stefanik and Mary O’Mara have been assisting Hospitality 
Chair Chris Bucci. Jeannie Crockett has joined the board as Secretary. Diane Hart has taken 
on the job of Website Manager. 
 
Here are your board members: 
Co-Presidents: Donna Allen and Tina Carrick 
Vice President and Newsletter: Ildi Tary  
Treasurer: Bonnie Floyd assisted by Linda Reid 
Secretary: Jeannie Crockett  
Membership: Catherine Flowers 
Programs: Heidi Gambino and Diane Hart 
Website: Diane Hart 
Hospitality: Chris Bucci assisted by Elaine Stefanik and Mary O’Mara 
 
Looking forward to seeing you next Saturday! Stay warm! 

 
Tina Carrick  
Co-president 



 

Come Join us this Saturday,  
January 17 at 10:00 at  
St. Athanasius church,  

300 Haverhill Street, Reading  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Winter Wonderland,  
Vintage Postcard Pattern  

from Joan Moshimer’s Studio 
 

Available from Cushing   
https://wcushing.com/ 

 
 

 

 

Come along with whatever you are working on to join our annual hook-in! 

Show and Tell:  As always, members are invited to bring newly completed 
items as well as those fitting our special invitation category.  For January, 
Bonnie Floyd suggested the theme Your First rug and Your Last rug.  I’m really 
looking forward to how people have evolved their styles as they have traveled 
their rug hooking journey! 

Hospitality:  This month, we invite people with last names beginning with D-G 
to bring a snack to the meeting, either sweet or savory. 

 

  



Last Month’s Holiday Mug Rug Exchange 
 
 
 
Wasn’t last month’s mug rug exchange 
great fun?  People were so creative!  We 
have pictures of all, but there is one that 
we couldn’t attribute to the maker.  Could 
someone please remind us who made the 
lemon mat?  I’m so sorry that I missed 
capturing the maker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  



Special Invitation Show and Tell 
 

As a reminder, we invite everyone to bring show and tell of recently completed 
rugs to each meeting, but we also have a special theme each month where 
people can bring older rugs that fit a theme.  This way, new people can see 
rugs that they missed from the past, and others get second chance to see them! 
 

Jan Your First Rug/Your Last Rug March Still Life 
Feb Antique Replicas April Tribal/Indigenous 
  May Patriotic 

 

 
This Year’s Challenge Rugs 

 
It was decided that this year, and potentially future years, our challenge theme 
will follow that of the Bedford Hook-in (formerly the Westford Hook-in) held in 
early spring (April 11 this year).  Nancy Jewett organizes this hook-in each 
spring and before the hook-in is adjourned, a theme is selected for the 
following year.  So, this spring, the theme selected was “The Moon”.  So, if you 
are interested in participating, please start giving this some thought.  If 
attending the hook-in, the suggested size was around 9” x 9”.  So, you can 
make it that size if attending and if not, make it any size you wish!   
 
 

Strut (Share) Your Stuff! 
 

Last year, we included a program called Member Sharing, in which four 
different Mayflower members led mini workshops that attendees could 
participate in.  This was a lot of fun and provided people with new inspiration 
and skills.  So, guess what?  Right.  We’re doing it again in May!  Please 
consider whether there’s a skill or small project that YOU could share in a 1-
hour mini-course as part of this event.  We’d love to hear and learn from you! 
 

 

  



Show and Tell 

 
 

Denene Premus 
 
 
 

Denene is a relatively new rug hooker, 
but she has made some lovely things, 

including the bee as well as the holiday 
coasters shown on the next page! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sea Turtle, made by Ildi Tary for the turtle 
competition at this past fall’s  

 Downeast Hook-in  

(it got viewer’s choice second place) 

 

 

 

 



 

Donna Allen designed and hooked these two 
AI-influenced pieces (as well as the coasters 
hooked by Denene) for students in classes 
she teaches at the Townsend Senior Center. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Denene Premus 

  



Show and Tell – Special Invitation 
 
 
 

Grace Collette, our Queen of 
Embellishments, combined 

many techniques and fibers in 
this rug, including hooking, yarn 

and punch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Donna Allen hooked this piece in a class 
with Anne Eastwood.  It incorporates a 

variety of stitches including reverse 
hooking for the sky, and the chain, high 
and low, sculpted, Aztec beading and 

turkey work stitches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Donna Allen designed this pattern 
for a Waldoboro class she taught 
for Mayflower (by Zoom during 

the pandemic).  The motifs are all 
sculpted/cut and all the loops in 

the background are cut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ildi hooked this Spruce 
Ridge pattern and 
used the fringe 
technique (taught by 
Bev Conway) on the 
yellow body of the bee 
to give it a soft fuzzy 
look 

 
 
 

  



Did you know??? 
 

That ATHA national has significantly revamped their website?  There 
are more features available than ever before.  One that I recently found 
was that most of the free patterns published in the magazine are now 
available to download for free.  Here is a sample of the first page.  You 
see that you can search by Designer, or by Subject Matter.   I counted 
over 200 patterns from well-known designers.  How cool is that? 
 

 
 

While we’re on the subject of ATHA…  A couple people reached out to me 
recently asking why the membership list Catherine Flowers (our Membership 
Chair) prepares sometimes shows an old ATHA expiration date for you.   
Please note that none of us have access to ATHA’s membership records, so as 
members, we need to let Catherine know when we renew our ATHA 
membership.  If necessary, Catherine can contact our Regional Rep asking that 
she look up members that look expired (which she just did this month).   

As a matter of course, though, Mayflower members should advise Catherine 
when they renew so she can update her membership list.  As we all should 
know, it is a prerequisite to be an active ATHA member to be a Mayflower 
member.  ATHA supports our guild in many ways, including covering our 
insurance costs, without which we would need to purchase ourselves and 



raise our membership dues.  So, please help Catherine out by keeping her 
advised about your ATHA membership status.  And if you don’t know your 
expiration date, you can always log into www.atharugs.com to access your 
membership information.  And while you’re there, maybe look at the pattern 
library as well, which is only available to active member! 

 

 

Our Programs for the Remainder of this Year 
 

February (2/21):  Flea Market 
March (3/21):  Lisanne Miller – Interesting borders 
April (4/18):  Member Journey – Donna Allen 
May (5/15):  Member Sharing 
June (6/13):  Strawberry Festival 

 PLEASE NOTE the Strawberry Festival is a week 
earlier to avoid conflicting with a Carlisle town-wide 
event on the 20th 

 
 

 
 

  



Upcoming Events of Interest   
 
A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else 
coming up that should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for 
publication in our next newsletter:  
 

White Mountain Woolen Magic Annual Hook-in, Manchester, NH  
Mar 14, 2026 
See registration information on the following pages. 
 

ATHA Region 1 Rug School South, Sturbridge, MA Apr 7-10, 
2026 

Teachers:  Laura Kenyon, Kathleen Herbert, Maureen Rugar and Caroline 
Twigg.  The registration form is contained in the ATHA email sent on June 
24 from ATHA/Sarah Guiliani and included in this newsletter as well on 
the following pages.    
 

ATHA Region 1 Hook-in, Bedford, MA April 11, 2026 
See registration information on the following pages. 
 
 
Downeast Hook-in, Hermon (near Bangor), ME  Oct 31-Nov 1, 
2026 
The hook-in this year will be held Sat-Sun on these dates.  There are some 
additional classes offered on October 30.  More details will be provided in next 
month’s newsletter. 
 
 
Save the Date!  Cranberry Chapter Biennial Rug Show 
Sat, May 2, 2026 
More details will be provided when available. 
 
 
Quiet Corner Hook-in  Woodstock CT  Saturday, June 13, 2026 
The registration form is in the following pages and provides more detailed 
information as well. 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 


