
  

 

 

Greetings friends and welcome to March! 

These are the drab weeks before the grass turns green and the bulbs come up. 

If you’re like me, you’re feeling starved for color. Happily, our program this 

Saturday should satisfy that yearning! Lisanne Miller will be with us to share 

her expertise in color planning. She will also be bringing a rainbow of wool for 

sale. It’s bound to put some Spring in our steps!  

Our annual flea market, which was snowed out in February has been 

rescheduled to April 18. 

I hope many of you are working on a moon mat for our annual challenge 

project. This is, not coincidentally, the same subject for the Bedford hook-in 

challenge. Two birds, one stone! It would be gratifying to have a good Mayflower 

showing of mats in Bedford. If you hooked a moon mat for Mayflower, but 

aren’t going to Bedford, you can bring your mat to our meeting on Saturday 

and I’ll shepherd it to Bedford and back for you. 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting on Saturday! 

 

 

Tina Carrick  

Co-president  

 

 

  



Come Join us this Saturday,  
March 21 at 10:00 at  

St. Athanasius church,  
300 Haverhill Street, Reading  

 

Come join us as we welcome 

Lisanne Miller of W. Cushing & Co.   

She will present: Color Planning, 

Where to Start and Some Pearls of 

Wisdom 

Most struggle with color planning so bring 

your problem rug and let’s see what we can 

fix or a rug you completed, but think 

something is just not right.  Also how to 

combine mixed media for impact, utilizing 

textured and dyed wool to its best advantage, inspiration pieces to work with 

and how borders can be a negative or positive on your piece! 

Most of us are well acquainted with Lisanne, but here is some background you 

may or may not be aware of. 

Lisanne first held a hook at the age of fourteen as part of the Bi-Centennial 

Celebration of America—hooking a simple chair pad from some of her mother’s 

old wool suits. The hook, wool, extra burlap and chair pad traveled with her in 

her mother’s cedar chest until a dear friend one day revealed that she had a 

new interest she just loved—primitive rug hooking. Lisanne has never looked 

back or put her hook down since creating and designing whimsical, wonderful 

pieces of modern-day folk art.    

Lisanne is the owner of the W. Cushing & Co., previously P is for Primitive and 

Peace, Love and Wool.  Lisanne is the 2025 International Fiber Artist of the 

Year by the Hooked Rug Museum of North America: also the Director of 

Caraway Rug School, has earned the status of “Fellow” and a Master 

Craftsmen of the Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi—recently named as one of 

the Top 40 Artists, and her rugs have appeared in Rug Hooking Magazine, The 

Wool Street Journal, numerous ATHA publications, books by Jessie Turbayne 

as well as “Top 40 at 40.” Lisanne was nominated for her work and company by 

Martha Stewart Living as a “Made in America” craft/company. 



Hospitality 

 
This month, we invite people with last names beginning with H-P to bring a 

snack to the meeting, either sweet or savory. 

 

 

Special Invitation Show and Tell Schedule 

 
As always, members are invited to bring newly completed items as well as those 

fitting our special invitation category.  For March, we are asking for any rugs 

with Still Life as the theme as well as Antique Replicas, which were originally 

scheduled for last month and could not be shown due to our weather-related 

cancellation.  The Special Invitation themes for the rest of this year are: 

 

  April Tribal/Indigenous 

  May Patriotic 

 

 

This Year’s Challenge Rugs 

 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, this year’s challenge rug theme is the 

moon.  We ask people to bring their rugs to our April meeting, which follows 

the Bedford hook-in on April 11. 

 

 

Other News 

 
We are sad to report that long time Mayflower member, Betty Travers, passed 

away just this past week.  She was a kind lady that many of us remember 

fondly.  We have not yet seen any information about services for Betty, but 

Joan Daley, a good friend of Betty’s, will probably have information for anyone 

interested.  

 

 

 

 

  



Our Programs for the Remainder of this Year 

 

March (3/21):   Lisanne Miller – Color Planning 

April (4/18):   Flea Market (rescheduled from February) 

May (5/16):   Member Journey, presented by Donna Allen 

June (6/13):   Strawberry Festival 

 PLEASE NOTE the Strawberry Festival is a week 

earlier to avoid conflicting with a Carlisle town-

wide event on the 20th 
 

 

 

 

  



Upcoming Events of Interest   
 
A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else coming up that 

should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for publication in our next newsletter:  

 

ATHA Reg 1 Rug School South, Sturbridge, MA Apr 7-10, 2026 

Teachers:  Laura Kenyon, Kathleen Herbert, Maureen Rugar and Caroline 

Twigg.  The registration form is contained in the ATHA email sent on 

January 25 from ATHA Region 1 and included in this newsletter in the 

following pages.    

 

ATHA Region 1 Hook-in, Bedford, MA April 11, 2026 

See registration information on the following pages. 

 
Cranberry Chapter Biennial Rug Show   Harwich, MA  Sat, May 2, 2026 
See flyer in the pages that follow. 

 
Green Mountain Rug Hooking Guild Hook-in and Party   Sat, May 2, 2026 
Join in on May 2 for a celebration of the guild’s 45th Anniversary! Come for 

morning snacks, lunch, cake, a special commemorative gift and a Hook-in. We 
will welcome special guest speaker Deanna David from Ribbon Candy Hooking 

and President of TIGHR.  We will be celebrating at the Fireside Inn, West 
Lebanon, NH from 9 am-4 pm; Members $45/Non-Members $70.  Register 
here. 

 

Quiet Corner Hook-in  Woodstock, CT  Saturday, June 13, 2026 
The registration form is on the following pages with more details. 
 

Windjammer Cruise out of Rockland, ME  Sept 20-24, 2026.  
Jane Darrah can share her experiences if you are considering this adventure.  
For information about the offering, you can look at https://207creatives.com/.  

This year’s teacher is Haley Perry of Loop by Loop. 
 

Downeast Hook-in, Hermon (near Bangor), ME  Oct 31-Nov 1, 2026 
The hook-in this year will be held Sat-Sun on these dates.  There are some 
additional classes offered on Friday, October 30.   

 
ATHA Region 1 School North  Freeport, ME  Oct 26-29, 2026   

This is a new location for our annual rug hooking school!  Teachers are 
Lisanne Miller, Vivily Powers, Maureen Rugar and Janet Connor.  The 
registration form is in this newsletter in the following pages.    

 
Uncommon Rug Hooking Retreat, Plymouth, NH Nov 2-5, 2026 
Teachers are Brenda Anderson, Cyndy Duade, Emily Williams and Jyl Blauvelt 

Robbins.  For information, see here. 

https://gmrhg.org/events/
https://207creatives.com/
https://www.redhorserugs.com/event-details/uncommon-rug-hooking-retreat


 



 



 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 



 


