
  

 

 

Dear Mayflower Friends, 

It’s hard to believe our program year is nearing an end, with summer on the 
horizon and so many great opportunities to celebrate and learn throughout the 
spring and fall.  I’m thinking a double-header may be in order for me with 
ATHA Region I School North from 10/26 through 10/29 followed by the Down 
East Hook-in from 10/31 to 11/1. Which of the offerings highlighted in the 
newsletter is calling your name? 

We’ve had some great presenters this program year, for which we have the 
dedicated efforts of Heidi Gambino and Diane Hart to thank.  The dynamic duo 
have already established next year’s line-up and you’re going to love it! 

Bonnie Floyd, our Treasurer, has been tracking and keeping us appraised of 
our financial status. The successive rental increases we’ve experienced over the 
past two years will make it difficult to continue business as usual beyond the 
next program year.  The Board will facilitate a discussion with members at our 
May meeting to explore cost-saving and fund-raising opportunities.  In the 
meantime, we look forward to the Flea Market this weekend as a great 
opportunity to get the ball rolling.  THANK YOU for doing whatever you can in 
support of this event! 

 

All the best, 
Donna Allen, Co-President 

 

  



Come Join us this Saturday,  
April 18 at 10:00 for our Annual Flea Market 

at St. Athanasius church,  
300 Haverhill Street, Reading  

 
 

 
 
 
The rug shown is Scrapper Hit or Miss 
Rug Hooking Pattern from Old Tattered 
Flag 
 
 

The time has finally 
arrived for our annual 
Flea Market!! 
 
Please come with any contributions you wish to make…of course most things 
will be rug hooking related, but we also invite anything crafty.  Yarns, threads, 
ribbons, cross-stitch, etc.  Donna and Tina will describe the process.  They will 
also pick out any high value items more suitable for auction.   
 
This is always a lot of fun and is a major fund-raising event for our chapter.  
Please come with any items for donation as well as cash or your checkbook.   

 

Hospitality 

This month, we invite people with last names beginning with R-Z and A to 
bring a snack to the meeting, either sweet or savory. 
 
 

Special Invitation Show and Tell Schedule 

As always, members are invited to bring newly completed items as well as those 
fitting our special invitation category.  For April, we are asking for any rugs with 
Tribal or Indigenous themes.  Next month will be the final themed month of the 
year and that will be patriotic rugs.  We’ll be establishing a new theme schedule 
for next year, so if you have ideas, please pass them to Ildi. 



 
This Year’s Challenge Rugs 

 
With the Bedford hook-in behind us just this past weekend, we ask that 
anyone that made a moon-themed rug bring it to our meeting this week. 
 
 

Membership Payments are Due 

As a reminder, Mayflower dues for the 2026/2027 program year are due in 
May.  Dues are $30 for the year September-June.  Payment may be made in 
any of the following ways: 

PayPal (click on this link):  MayflowerDues 

To pay by check: make out a check to “ATHA Mayflower” and give it to 
Catherine Flowers at our monthly meeting.  Alternately, you can mail your 
check to Catherine at 7 Pillsbury Ave Tewksbury, MA 01876 

Cash is also always acceptable at the meeting. If you wish to pay by cash, 
please provide it to Catherine this month. 

Also, please note that if any of your information has changed, i.e., address, 
phone or email, you are asked to convey this information to Catherine so the 
membership roster can be updated. 

Finally, this is a reminder that all Mayflower chapter members must also 
belong to ATHA (see About ATHA). The ATHA Region 1 Board has asked us to 
provide the expiration date of each member’s ATHA membership.  

Please email Catherine with your expiration date so she can record it. Your 
expiration date is on the plastic cover when you receive the ATHA magazine. 
You can also look it up on the ATHA website. If you have not already done so, 
you can register there. You can also pay your ATHA dues using PayPal on their 
site.  If you are unsure of whether you have updated your ATHA expiration date 
with Catherine, please take a look at the membership list accompanying this 
newsletter to see what is on record for you. 

  



Last Month’s Program with Lisanne Miller  
of W. Cushing & Co. 

 

Wasn’t Lisanne’s program inspiring?  
Whether you are a beginner or an advanced 
rug hooker, her program covered so much 
ground, everyone could learn several new 
things! 

Lisanne brought many, many rugs in 
different styles and colorways.  Here are but 
a few of them.  Clockwise, starting at the 
top right, the patterns are:   

The Flower Pot from the William 
Morris Collection 

Reservoir Heron, by P is for Primitive 

The Birds of Brother Rabbit from the 
William Morris Collection 

 



Last Month’s Special Invitation Rug Show  
was Antique Replicas! 

 
 
 

 
 

By Jane Sittnick,  
a collection of cats done  

in an antiqued style.   
 

These patterns are from Sandra 
of Woodland Junction.  She 

occasionally offered free 
patterns, so Jane Sittnick made 

these over a period of time in 
her own unique style. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Show and Tell – New Rugs 
 

 
Diane Detour made 
this rug from a 
Cushing design.  
Lisanne helped her 
color plan the 
pumpkins, which 
Diane preferred to 
make in non-
traditional colors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By Ildi Tary, a Mavis Butterfield pattern 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary O’Mara’s 
Kitchen Sink 
Rug 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mary also completed this holiday-
themed rug and finished it as a 
pillow.  This pattern is ‘Whimsical 
Winter’ from Tangleweed Fiber Arts. 
Mary changed the tree design to her 
own style. 

 

 

 

 

  



Heidi Gambino 
completed this 
rug after 
taking a class 
with Brenda 
Anderson.   

It shows her 
two dogs.  She 
presented it to 
her husband 
as a gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ildi Tary started this 
rug at ATHA School 
North last fall with 
Lisanne as her 
teacher. 

It is an M Shaw 
pattern. 

  



 

Our Programs for the Remainder of this Year 
 

May (5/16):   Member Journey, presented by Donna Allen 
June (6/13):   Strawberry Festival 
 PLEASE NOTE the Strawberry Festival is a week 

earlier to avoid conflicting with a Carlisle town-
wide event on the 20th 

 
 

 
 

  



Upcoming Events of Interest   
 
A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else coming up that 
should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for publication in our next newsletter:  

 
 
Cranberry Chapter Biennial Rug Show,   Harwich, MA   Sat, May 2, 2026 
See flyer in the pages that follow. 
 
Green Mountain Rug Hooking Guild Hook-in and Party    Sat, May 2, 2026 
A celebration of the guild’s 45th Anniversary will be on May 2!  Come for 
morning snacks, lunch, cake, a special commemorative gift and a Hook-in. We 
will welcome guest speaker Deanna David from Ribbon Candy Hooking and 
President of TIGHR.  We will be celebrating at the Fireside Inn, West Lebanon, 
NH from 9-4; Members $45/Non-Members $70.  Register here. 
 
Quiet Corner Hook-in,  Woodstock, CT   Sat, June 13, 2026 
The registration form is on the following pages with more details. 
 
Windjammer Cruise,  Rockland, ME   Sept 20-24, 2026 
Jane Darrah can share her experiences if you are considering this adventure.  
For information about the offering, you can look at https://207creatives.com/.  
This year’s teacher is Haley Perry of Loop by Loop. 
 
Downeast Hook-in,  Hermon (near Bangor), ME   Oct 31-Nov 1, 2026 
The hook-in this year will be held Sat-Sun on these dates.  There are some 
additional classes offered on Friday, October 30.   
 
ATHA Region 1 School North,  Freeport, ME   Oct 26-29, 2026   
This is a new location for our annual rug hooking school!  Teachers are 
Lisanne Miller, Vivily Powers, Maureen Rugar and Janet Connor.  The 
registration form is in this newsletter in the following pages.    
 
Uncommon Rug Hooking Retreat,  Plymouth, NH  Nov 2-4, 2026 
Teachers are Brenda Anderson, Cyndy Duade, Emily Williams and Jyl Blauvelt 
Robbins.  For information, see here. 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 



 


