
  

 

 

Greetings, Mayflower friends! 

 

Let me start this letter by saying thank you to everyone who helped make the 

April flea market such a success.  Thanks to those who donated, to those who 

came early to help organize the huge volume of goods, and to those who opened 

their pocketbooks  to support our guild chapter (and go home with a 

bargain!).  The success of the event is a shot in the arm for our budget and 

ensures more great speakers and programs for Mayflower next year. 

The flea market seems like it happened just a few days ago and yet here we are 

heading into another Mayflower gathering.  This one will be fun too, as we get 

to learn all about Donna Allen’s hooking journey, and see the impressive and 

beautiful body of work she has produced. It’s sure to be an inspiration. 

We will be meeting in the St. Athanasius space again this month, but it seems 

we will need to find a new space in the near future.  The Reading parish has 

announced they will consolidate their congregation at St. Agnes, and close the 

St. Athanasius campus.  We will be asking for assistance from our members to 

help us find a new place to meet.  Please think about it, and we’ll discuss this 

at the meeting. 

 

See you Saturday! 

Tina Carrick  

Co-president  

 

 

  



Come Join us this Saturday,  
May 16 at 10:00 for a Journey Presentation  

by our very own Donna Allen 
at St. Athanasius church,  

300 Haverhill Street, Reading  

 
 

We are so excited to have Donna Allen be 

our speaker this month.  Donna will be 

presenting her journey through various 

needlework techniques and will show 

samples of her work throughout her 

progression. 

 

Donna has been a fiber enthusiast since 

she was a kid sewing clothes for dolls 

and herself as an adolescent.   

 

Her foray into needlework began with 

crewel embroidery and needlepoint and 

progressed from there to counted cross 

stitch, drawn and pulled threadwork on 

linen, rug hooking, crocheting and 

knitting.  In that order.  She loves it all, but everything took a hard back seat 

when she began hooking 25 years ago and for the past 5 years knitting has 

assumed equal prominence. 

 

Donna has been a student of Betty McClentic since day one and she completed 

her McGown Teacher certification in 2017.  The Mayflower Chapter has been 

her home for the past 25 years and she’s served in a variety of roles on the 

board.  She teaches classes at the Townsend Senior Center and enjoys 

designing patterns and dying wool as well as hooking.  

 

 

Hospitality 

This month, we invite people with last names beginning with B-D to bring a 

snack to the meeting, either sweet or savory. 

 

  



Special Invitation Show and Tell Schedule 

As always, members are invited to bring newly completed items as well as those 

fitting our special invitation category.  This is our final themed month of the year, 

and we are inviting you to bring any rugs that are Patriotic in design.   

 

 

Membership Payments are Due 

As a reminder, Mayflower dues for the 2026/2027 program year are due in 

May.  Dues are $30 for the year September-June.  Payment may be made in 

any of the following ways: 

PayPal (click on this link):  MayflowerDues 

To pay by check: make out a check to “ATHA Mayflower” and give it to 

Catherine Flowers at our monthly meeting.  Alternately, you can mail your 

check to Catherine at 7 Pillsbury Ave Tewksbury, MA 01876 

Cash is also always acceptable at the meeting. If you wish to pay by cash, 

please provide it to Catherine this month. 

Also, please note that if any of your information has changed, i.e., address, 

phone or email, you are asked to convey this information to Catherine so the 

membership roster can be updated. 

Finally, this is a reminder that all Mayflower chapter members must also 

belong to ATHA (see About ATHA). The ATHA Region 1 Board has asked us to 

provide the expiration date of each member’s ATHA membership.  

Please email Catherine with your expiration date so she can record it. Your 

expiration date is on the plastic cover when you receive the ATHA magazine. 

You can also look it up on the ATHA website. If you have not already done so, 

you can register there. You can also pay your ATHA dues using PayPal on their 

site.  If you are unsure of whether you have updated your ATHA expiration date 

with Catherine, please take a look at the membership list accompanying this 

newsletter to see what is on record for you. 

  

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/CVYXH9M25FETC
https://mayflowerchapter.com/?page_id=40
mailto:cflowersbunch@yahoo.com
http://www.atharugs.com/


Last Month’s Flea Market 
 

Oh my gosh!!!  Wasn’t last 

month’s flea market crazy???  It 

clearly showed how one woman’s 

trash is another woman’s 

treasure.  We raised just over 

$2,000 which is significantly 

more than previous years.  We 

also had an enormous stash of 

wools, patterns, yarns, notions, 

books and many, many other 

things.  Thank you all for your 

generosity as well as your 

interest in buying! 

We’d also like to specifically 

thank two people that went 

above and beyond.  First, Susan 

Russo, who has recently moved  

north to be with her children, 

donated a significant number of 

noodles.  We greatly thank her 

for that.  We also thank Diane 

Hart, who spent 

hours sorting 

through the 

noodles to 

arrange them in 

colorways.  Diane 

helped the pile go 

from the above to 

these nice, neat 

clusters of colors!  

Can’t thank you 

enough Diane! 

 



Our flea market had something for 

everyone…anyone want a 

pattern…or 10? 

Wool anyone? 

So much good stuff! 

 

  



Last Month’s Special Invitation Rug theme  

was Tribal/Indigenous! 

 
 

 

Made by Jane Sittnick, in 

collaboration with 

Nicolasa Baran and made 

with upcycled fabric from 

clothing. 

 

  This is a result of a 

partnership with Maya 

women in Guatemala; the 

program was developed 

by Multicolores.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Show and Tell – New Rugs 
 

 

 

 

 

Diane Hart made this rug from a 

pattern in an ATHA magazine from 

1998 by Freda Graham.  She just 

selected color families and then 

used up scrap wools in each 

colorway.   

 

I was able to find the pattern online 

in just a few seconds at 

atharugs.com in the patterns 

section: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Flowers made this little 

mat to depict she and her sister as 

they got older.  Sadly, her sister 

passed a little over 2 years ago.  



 

 

Catherine 

Flowers worked 

on this rug while 

in a workshop 

with the 

wonderful 

Michelle Palmer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is Catherine’s as 

well, using another of 

Michelle Palmer’s 

patterns.  Catherine 

used wide torn strips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine also completed this small 

mat in a workshop at White Mountain 

Woolen Magic with Grace Collette. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Spring, made by Jane Sittnick depicts her house on Miscou Island, a 

scenic, Acadian island located in northeastern New Brunswick, Canada 

  



 

Tina Carrick made this mat for 

the Moon challenge at the ATHA 

Hook-in in Bedford last month.  

Unfortunately, she was only one 

of two people that made a moon 

rug.   

 

The good news is that Deana 

David visited the hook-in and 

featured Tina’s moon as well as 

two rugs of Diane Hart (including 

the one pictured at the start of 

this section as well as Ildi’s 

proddy sunflower she showed 

last month) in a YouTube video 

on her Rug Hooking and Punch 

Needle Club series. 

 

 

Also made by Catherine 

Flowers.  She used cotton 

yarn to hook the sheep.  Her 

daughter Shirley uses it as a 

headrest.  



 

 

Our Programs for the Remainder of this Year 

 

June (6/13):   Strawberry Festival 

 PLEASE NOTE the Strawberry Festival is a week 

earlier to avoid conflicting with a Carlisle town-

wide event on the 20th 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events of Interest 

 
A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else coming up that 

should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for publication in our next newsletter:  

 

 

 

Quiet Corner Hook-in,  Woodstock, CT   Sat, June 13, 2026 
The registration form is on the following pages with more details. 
 

Windjammer Cruise,  Rockland, ME   Sept 20-24, 2026 
Jane Darrah can share her experiences if you are considering this adventure.  
For information about the offering, you can look at https://207creatives.com/.  

This year’s teacher is Haley Perry of Loop by Loop. 
 

Downeast Hook-in,  Hermon (near Bangor), ME   Oct 31-Nov 1, 2026 
The hook-in this year will be held Sat-Sun on these dates.  There are some 
additional classes offered on Friday, October 30.   

 
ATHA Region 1 School North,  Freeport, ME   Oct 26-29, 2026   

This is a new location for our annual rug hooking school!  Teachers are 
Lisanne Miller, Vivily Powers, Maureen Rugar and Janet Connor.  The 
registration form is in this newsletter in the following pages.    

 
Uncommon Rug Hooking Retreat,  Plymouth, NH  Nov 2-4, 2026 
Teachers are Brenda Anderson, Cyndy Duade, Emily Williams and Jyl Blauvelt 

Robbins.  For information, see here. 

 

https://207creatives.com/
https://www.redhorserugs.com/event-details/uncommon-rug-hooking-retreat


 
 

 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 



 


