
  

 

 

Greetings friends! 

 

Strawberry Festival is this coming Saturday, June 13!  Again this year, 

member Debbie Power will open her beautiful home to us for the last meeting 

of our Mayflower year. Debbie lives at 959 Concord Street in Carlisle. The 

Strawberry Festival is always a fun, relaxed and enjoyable gathering. Mayflower 

provides lunch and members bring the traditional strawberry shortcake 

dessert.  If you haven’t already RSVP’d it’s not too late - you can let me know 

by texting to 617-240-0447.  

 

Members who missed the May meeting should know that we had a serious 

discussion about the challenges for Mayflower that center around meeting 

space and budgetary issues.   Mayflower is facing decisions about the future, 

including strategies for reducing costs, increasing revenues and finding a new 

meeting space.  Those attending the May meeting completed a survey to help 

guide the board through this process and we greatly appreciate your 

input.  The survey was also emailed to all members on June 2 and is again 

included in this newsletter.  If you haven’t already, please fill out the survey 

and let us hear your thoughts and ideas.  You can bring the survey to the 

Strawberry Festival or email it to me at mydogroxy617@gmail.com. 

 

I hope to see many of you at the party on Saturday.  For those who can’t make 

it - I wish you a wonderful summer and lots of time to hook! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Tina Carrick  

Co-president  
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Come Join us this Saturday,  
June 13 at 10:00 for our annual Strawberry 
Festival at Debbie Power’s Home in Carlisle 

 
This pattern is available from  

the Wool Genie on Etsy  

as a digital download  

 

 

 

 

 

As Tina has already said, we are very 

appreciative of Debbie Power offering to 

host the Strawberry Festival for the second 

time.  Here are the details: 

 

Debbie Power 

959 Concord Street 

Carlisle, MA 01741 

781-820-5546 

 

Debbie will put a balloon on the mailbox so it’s easier to find! 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all!  You can call Tina at the number she 

provided above or you can click here to RSVP to Debbie via email (if 

you haven’t already), so we have a rough headcount.  There will be 

coffee/tea and some pastries for the morning.  Ildi will make her 

homemade breads, and Tina will bring cold cuts and salad.  If 

convenient, please bring one of the following for strawberry shortcake – 

strawberries (cut up), biscuits, OR whipped cream.  I think we had 3-4 for 

each category at the sign up at our last meeting.  We usually have extra 

so no pressure to bring anything but your lovely self! 
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Parking may be a bit tricky. Here are the options: 

1) Driveway - You can park in the narrow driveway but will be blocked 

in. 

2) Concord Street along stockade fence/stone wall 

3) Indian Hill is a quiet side street just North of #959 and on the same 

side of the street 

My husband Bill Cooney can assist with parking and would be happy to 

valet upon request. 

 

Directions:  GPS will work just fine, but here are written directions if you 

prefer: 

 

From the North: 

Take 95 South to Exit 49B 

Follow Rte 225 West for 3.5 miles 

At VW dealership, take a left to continue on Rte 225 West 

Go another 4 miles into Carlisle Center 

Go straight through the rotary in Carlisle Center 

Take immediate left onto Concord Street, following the signs to Concord  

(leaving the town green on your left) 

Go 1.8 miles to #959 on the left. 

Yellow house with stockade fence along the road. 

 

From the South: 

Take 95 North to Exit 125 for Rte 2 West 

Follow Rte 2 West for 5.5 miles 

Bear right onto Cambridge Turnpike towards Concord center 

At Stop sign, go left into Concord Center. 

Go straight leaving rotary and town green to your left. 

Take left in front of Colonial Inn, then immediate right onto Lowell Road 

Follow Lowell Rd for 3.8 miles to #959 on Right. 

(Note that Lowell Road in Concord turns into Concord Street in Carlisle 

and you will pass street numbers on mailboxes on Lowell Road that go 

past 1000. When you pass into Carlisle the street numbers will decline.) 

  



 

Membership Payments are Due 

As a reminder, Mayflower dues for the 2026/2027 program year are due in 

May.  Dues are $30 for the year September-June.  Payment may be made in 

any of the following ways: 

PayPal (click on this link):  MayflowerDues 

To pay by check: make out a check to “ATHA Mayflower” and give it to 

Catherine Flowers (or Tina Carrick at the Strawberry Festival), or you can mail 

your check to Catherine at 7 Pillsbury Ave Tewksbury, MA 01876 

Cash is also always acceptable. If you wish to pay by cash, please provide it to 

Tina this month. 

Also, please note that if any of your information has changed, i.e., address, 

phone or email, you are asked to convey this information to Catherine so the 

membership roster can be updated. 

Finally, this is a reminder that all Mayflower chapter members must also 

belong to ATHA (see About ATHA). The ATHA Region 1 Board has asked us to 

provide the expiration date of each member’s ATHA membership.  

Please email Catherine with your expiration date so she can record it. Your 

expiration date is on the plastic cover when you receive the ATHA magazine. 

You can also look it up on the ATHA website. If you have not already done so, 

you can register there. You can also pay your ATHA dues using PayPal on their 

site.  If you are unsure of whether you have updated your ATHA expiration date 

with Catherine, please take a look at the membership list that was sent with 

last month’s newsletter to see what is on record for you. 
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Special Invitation Show and Tell 

We will be preparing a new list of “special invitation” show and tell themes for 

next year very soon.  Please reach out to Ildi for any suggestions you have.  The 

complete list of themes for next year will be published in our upcoming 

September newsletter.  

 

If you have an idea that you would like added to be a monthly theme for next 

year, just email Ildi (itary@comcast.net).  The table below shows all our 

previous themes. 
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Last Month’s Journey with Donna Allen 
 

We would all like to thank Donna 

Allen for giving us the most 

interesting show of her work over 

the years.  Her needlework journey 

has included cross-stitch, crewel, 

embroidery, knitting, and of course, 

rug hooking. 

Donna has a terrific sense of color 

and her workmanship is enviable.  

Being McGown certified, she uses 

many specialized techniques in her 

rug hooking.  Here are just a few 

pictures of her artwork, hooking as 

well as other forms of needlework. 

 

 

An early embroidery piece. 

 

 

  



 

This piece has cross stitch as well 

as hardanger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an early hooked piece  

with a crewel design 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These are all great examples of how Donna’s color sense makes her rugs stand 

out from the crowd! 

 

  



 
This is a rug Donna designed and made for the wedding of her son in a 

monochromatic technique.   

 

 

 

And we’ll end with Donna’s first rug, 

which only goes to show that this 

really is a journey.  Where you start 

can be very different from where you 

end up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Show and Tell – New Rugs 
 

 

 

 

We had only one new 

rug last month.  This 

is by Debbie Power, 

and she started this 

in a workshop with 

Janet Connor at 

ATHA North school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Our Programs for the upcoming year 

While details are still being worked out, our speakers for the 

upcoming year are: 

 

September - Deana David – Roses theme 

October - Haley Perry  

March - Janet Conner 

April - Brenda Anderson  

 

 

Upcoming Events of Interest 

 
A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else coming up that 

should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for publication in our next newsletter:  

 

 
Windjammer Cruise,  Rockland, ME   Sept 20-24, 2026 
Jane Darrah can share her experiences if you are considering this adventure.  

For information about the offering, you can look at https://207creatives.com/.  
This year’s teacher is Haley Perry of Loop by Loop. 

 
Downeast Hook-in,  Hermon (near Bangor), ME   Oct 31-Nov 1, 2026 
The hook-in this year will be held Sat-Sun on these dates.  There are some 

additional classes offered on Friday, October 30.   
 
ATHA Region 1 School North,  Freeport, ME   Oct 26-29, 2026   

This is a new location for our annual rug hooking school!  Teachers are 
Lisanne Miller, Vivily Powers, Maureen Rugar and Janet Connor.  The 

registration form is in this newsletter on the following pages.    
 
Uncommon Rug Hooking Retreat,  Plymouth, NH  Nov 2-4, 2026 

Teachers are Brenda Anderson, Cyndy Duade, Emily Williams and Jyl Blauvelt 
Robbins.  For information, see here. 
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Member Survey 
 

 

As some of you may be aware, Christ the King Parish will be closing the St. 

Athanasius Church where our meetings are currently held.  The exact date is 

unknown, but the closure is set to take place during the current calendar year.  

It is not clear at this time whether returning to St. Agnes is an option or 

whether its one that we wish to pursue.   

In the meantime, we have some decisions to make regarding our financial 

stability. Due to high rental increases over the past two years, Mayflower’s 

financial reserve has been steadily dwindling.  We are sufficiently funded 

through the 2026/2027 program year, but projections made by our 

Treasurer, Bonnie Floyd, indicate the need for change going forward from that 

point. 

 

Current Expenses: 

Rent – 9 x $280  $2,520   

Programs – 4 x $500  $2,000 

Miscellaneous  $   200 

TOTAL  $4,720 

 

Projected Income: 

Membership Dues  $1,800 (based on 50 members) 

Flea Market  $1,000 

 

That leaves a shortfall of $1,920 if we wish to continue business as usual.  

Additionally, our goal is to establish and maintain a 1-year reserve, as is 

recommended for small non-profits. 

 

The Board met recently to brainstorm possible ways to address these 

disparities and would very much appreciate your input as we decide on how to 

move forward.  Please refer to the attached Feedback Questionnaire and take a 

moment to provide us with your input. 

 

Thank you so much! 

  



 

FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the following options to 
reduce cost by circling the option below each statement. 

 

1.  Find a more affordable rental space 
 

 Disagree Somewhat Agree Neutral Agree  Strongly Agree 
 

Some ideas floated were: senior centers, community rooms in housing 
communities, space in buildings owned by organizations like VFW, 
Knights of Columbus, Elks, Rod and Gun Clubs. 

 
If you’re aware of a possibility worth checking out, please indicate: 
  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Would you be receptive to meeting on a different day of the week if 
necessary?   
 

___Yes  ___No 
 

How far would you be willing to travel to attend a meeting: 
 
5 – 10 miles  10 – 25 miles 25 – 40 miles 40 – 60 miles 

 
 
2.  Increasing Membership Dues 
 

Disagree Somewhat Agree Neutral Agree  Strongly Agree 
 
Dues are currently $35, which averages just under $4 per meeting.  How 

much would you be willing to pay for dues? 
 
$45/$5 per mtg   $65/about $7 per mtg   $90/about $10 per mtg 

 
Would you consider being a “patron” of Mayflower and paying an amount 

higher than the dues established?  This amount would be self-
determined. 
 

___ Yes ___ No 
 

 
 
 



3. Having fewer presenters 
 

Disagree Somewhat Agree Neutral Agree  Strongly Agree 

 

Generally, we have two guests in the fall and two in the spring.  How 

many guest presenters would you be satisfied with   ____ 
  

 
4. Have fewer meetings at a paid-for facility 
 

In the past, the January meeting was always hosted in the home of a 

Mayflower member.  Would you be willing/able to host a January or 
February meeting in your home or a club house within your housing 
community? 

 
___Yes  ___No 
 

Would you be interested in a field trip in lieu of a regular meeting, i.e., 
Beauport Museum, Cogswell Grant, art exhibit. 

 
___Yes  ___No 
 

5. Do more active fund raising 
 

Disagree Somewhat Agree Neutral Agree  Strongly Agree 

 

Possibilities discussed included hosting a hook-in, conducting a raffle 

with baskets or items donated by members, changing the Flea Market 
format to maximize financial return for Mayflower, i.e., setting minimum 

prices on things, auctioning more things off, etc. 
 
Please indicate which, if any, of these options is appealing to you and let 

us know if you can think of any of any others: 
 

 

6. Do you have any other ideas?  We would love to hear them! 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________ 

 

THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR FEEDBACK!!!! 

 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 



 


