
  

 

 

Greetings Mayflower friends! 

Welcome to another Mayflower year!  We’re starting off with a bang in a new 

space with an exciting speaker.    

Deana David of Ribbon Candy Hooking will join us for our first meeting at the 

Tewksbury Congregational church.  She’ll have a slide show based on her new 

book “The Rose’s Tale: Hooking Modern Blooms from Old Roots”. Dozens of 

hookers participated in hooking the patterns featured in the book, and this talk 

will highlight the various techniques and special touches that were employed in 

the creation of this rug collection. Deana will bring many of the actual rugs, as 

well as a handful of rugs featured in the upcoming autumn release, October 

Road: A Collection of Halloween and Seasonal Patterns for the Autumn Heart.  

Deana will also describe the upcoming Halloween hook-in, in Stockbridge, MA 

this October, and she’ll also be answering questions about the TIGHR 

convention in 2027. 

Deana has visited us before and she’s a charismatic speaker. See her bio on 

the next page. 

I’d like to thank Jeannie Crockett and Catherine Flowers for their phone work 

and legwork in finding our new venue.  They did the impossible and found us a 

pleasant and affordable space.  Thanks ladies! 

I missed everybody over the summer and I’m looking forward to seeing what 

everyone’s been up to!  Bring your newly completed mats and your mats 

featuring trees for show and tell.   

See you in Tewksbury on Saturday! 

 

Tina Carrick  

Co-president  

 



Come Join us this Saturday,  
September 19 at 10:00 for the first meeting of 
our new year at our new location with Deana 

David of Ribbon Candy Rug Hooking!!! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Deana David is the creator of Ribbon Candy 

Hooking, a rug hooking brand and channel, 

with a live show on You Tube followed by 

thousands of rug hookers, crafters, and fiber 

artists from around the world. Deana's 

hallmark is designing whimsical patterns with 

a historical spirit. She records hundreds of 

instructional videos annually that connect an 

ever-growing community of rug makers and 

inspires beginners.  

You can find her shop at ribboncandyhooking.com and you can find her on the 

YouTube Ribbon Candy Hooking channel where you’ll find hundreds of 

inspirational and instructional videos. You can chat live with her three times a 

week when she runs fun shows where you can interact with her and the lively 

group of viewers who tune in and are always ready to encourage and bolster 

new friends.  

Her facebook group is called ‘Rug Hooking & Punch Needle Club’ and there 

you’ll find all the brand news, and more friends – maybe even in your local 

area. It’s the largest rugging group in the country and the vibe is welcoming 

and supportive. People are forthcoming with help and advice.  

She is clear that her brand is not about competition and excellence. It’s about 

making folk art that represents the person making it. Everything she does is 

pointed toward helping you make fiber art that you’re proud of and that 

represents your unique story. If you make something creative that tells your 

story, then she feels she’s done her job right. 

  



New Meeting Location – Search and Findings 

Jeanie Crocket and Catherine Flowers set out this spring to identify and review 

possible locations worth considering for our meetings.  They called and visited 

numerous locations in the area outlined as having the highest population of 

Mayflower members. They got prices as high as $750 for an Elks club. Other 

locations were disqualified because they just weren’t set up for us to have 

meetings given our requirements of lots of good light and space. We also 

needed a kitchen where we can get water for our coffee/tea as well as a small 

storage place for our supplies.  

They were getting a bit desperate and decided to contact the Tewksbury 

Congregational Church at 10 East Street, Tewksbury, MA. The 

space met our requirements and the price of $140 for each meeting was 

PERFECT!  It is almost half the cost of our previous location in Reading. We 

will have to move our October meeting out a week due to a scheduling issue, 

but all other dates and times remain the same. 

There is also a larger room at the church if we ever decide we want to sponsor 

a hook-in. There is plenty of parking to the right of the building as well as a 

handicap ramp. There are 2 stairs down to where we meet or an elevator if you 

prefer. We will have the information to open and lock up for each meeting. The 

tables and chairs remain set up. We are also able to keep a tub for storage at 

the facility.  

We hope that our members will enjoy this space and we appreciate the hard 

work that Jeanie and Catherine put into looking at available options.   

 

 

  



Hospitality 

This month, we invite people with last names beginning with F-O to bring a 

snack to the meeting, either sweet or savory. 

 

Membership 

An updated membership list is attached.  Please pay special attention to two 

things: 

 

(1) Check your payment status to make sure you have paid your renewal fees 
for this year.   
 

(2) Please check your ATHA expiration date.  It is a requirement that Mayflower 
members keep their ATHA membership in good standing.  ATHA supports 

our chapter by paying our insurance costs, without which we would have a 
higher annual membership fee.  On top of that, you also get the benefit of 
getting the ATHA magazine every other month and access to the rich 

information on their website. 

 

Special Invitation Show and Tell 

Each month, members are invited to bring newly completed rugs.  In addition, 

we invite people to bring older rugs that fit a specific theme.  This way, new 

members get a chance to see some rugs that have previously been shown.  Our 

themes for this year are as shown below.   

September:  We invite members to bring some hand crafted work of theirs that 

is NOT rug hooking.  We know there is a lot of talent in our group, not just rug 

hooking but other crafts and needlework as well! 

November:  Fraktur inspired rugs  March:  Farm Animals 

December:  Geometrics    April:  Sports Themes 

January:  Hooked Wearables   May:  Travel Rugs 

February:  Proddy    June:  Angel Rugs 

 

  



Our Annual Strawberry Festival last June 
 

We would like to thank Debbie 

Power for hosting her second annual 

Strawberry Festival.  This year was 

markedly warmer than last year, so 

people were able to enjoy the porch 

for the first time.  There was even an 

inflatable tube man at the start of 

the driveway marking the event! 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

This picture looks unmistakably 

from New England, don’t you 

think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Debbie 

for opening your 

house to us and 

being such a lovely 

hostess for our 

party!  



Our Programs for this Year 

 

October –  Hook-in   

Please note that due to a conflict with the church, this 

meeting will be delayed a week, until Oct 24 

November - Haley Perry – How working small allows for 

experimentation with materials and simplifies making a 

landscape (or anything, really) 

December – Holiday Luncheon 

January – Member Journey 

February – Flea Market 

March - Janet Conner 

April - Brenda Anderson  

May – TBD (Member Sharing or Field Trip) 

June – Annual Strawberry Festival 

 

  



Upcoming Events of Interest 

 
A short list of upcoming events is provided below.  If you know of anything else coming up that 

should be added, please email Ildi at itary@comcast.net for publication in our next newsletter. 

 

Halloween Hook-in, Sturbridge, MA   Oct 27, 2026 
Sponsored by American Country Rugs.  One day hook-in to include breakfast 

goodies, buffet lunch and beverages at the lovely Public House Historic Inn.  
 

ATHA Region 1 School North,  Freeport, ME   Oct 26-29, 2026 
This is a new location for our annual rug hooking school!  Teachers are 
Lisanne Miller, Vivily Powers, Maureen Rugar and Janet Connor.  The 

registration form is in this newsletter on the following pages.   
  
Downeast Hook-in,  Hermon (near Bangor), ME   Oct 31-Nov 1, 2026 

The hook-in this year will be held Sat-Sun on these dates.  There are some 
additional classes offered on Friday, October 30.   

 
Uncommon Rug Hooking Retreat,  Plymouth, NH  Nov 2-4, 2026 
Teachers are Brenda Anderson, Cyndy Duade, Emily Williams and Jyl Blauvelt 

Robbins.  For information, see here. 
 

Plymouth Colony Rug School, Plymouth, MA Feb 25-27, 2027 

Teachers are Lucille Festa, Sarah Guiliani, Maureen Rugar, Kathy Spellacy and 

Diane Stoffel.  This is the second year of this school.  Information and 

registration information can be found on the following pages. 

 

ATHA Region 1 School South, MA Mar 30-Apr 2, 2027 

Teachers are Loretta Scena, Kathleen Herbert, Maureen Rugar, and Dawn 

Hebert.   Information and registration information can be found on the 

following pages.  Please note that Dawn Hebert is offering a beginner’s 

session, which is uncommon for schools. 

https://www.redhorserugs.com/event-details/uncommon-rug-hooking-retreat


 



 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


